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When he's on the hunt for -
huge "hoo, Captain George
Gardner frolls a spread of fé‘ilr_
heavy trolling lures at 11

FIND OUT WHY ANGLERS INTENT ON CATCHING THE
ARE SETTING THEIR SIGHTS ON

he two-hour lull in the action

instantly turned o0 mayhem when
something huge hit the two-pound
Bluewater Eagle lure we had been trolling
from the center rigger. T scrambled from my

comiortable perch atop the bait freezer,
picked up the buzzing stand-up outfit, jammed the rod
butt in my fighting belt and braced my knees against the
transom, ready to tackle whatever was on the other end
of the line. But instead of taking the fight to the fish, all I
could do was hold on and watch the 80-pound line race
off the two-speed International.

This wasn’t the meoderately fast and steady run com-
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monly associated with sharks and swordfish. Rather, it
felt as if I had snagged a speeding truck on the interstatel
In these Bahamian waters, at this time of year, it could
only mean one thing — huge wahoo!

With linc disappearing at a scary pace, T had a bad feel
ing this fish wasn’t going to be stopped. Fortunately, with
a little more than a quarter spool of line remaining, the
tish finally slowed.

Displaying experience gained from hig many years of
fishing the Bahamas, Captain George Gardner kept the
Foxy Lady II, a 58-foot Striker, moving forward at a few
knots in an effort to pull the fish away from the peak of a
scamount that rose to within 180 feet of the surface. We
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needed o get it into open water to avoid the sharls, a real 143.3 pounds, with a length of six feet, six inches and a
problem in the waters off San Salvador. 36-inch girth. That’s one hefty ‘hoo!
When the fish was safely sutking in over 4,000 feet of

water, Gardner stopped the hoat, which enabled me to

start gaining line. After 30 minutes of strenuous pumping When the target is big wahoo, the remote island of San
and winding, I had the huge "hoo within 50 vards of the Salvador in the Bahamas is the place to be between
beat. And just when I was convinced it might be ready for December and April. This is when scores of wahoo
the gaff, it took off on its second run. Ten more minutes migrate through the local waters, with most running 50
passed until 1 could lead the fish alongside the transom, to 60 pounds. If those numbers don’t excite vou, there arc
where it was gaffed and slid through the cockpit door. It encugh triple-digit fish around to provide a decent chance
was enormous! We all gawked at its size, then the celebra- at tangling with one. In fact, San Salvador gave up five of
ticn started. the current IGFA line-class world records, including the
Back at the marina, the fish registered a whopping Woman’s 130-Pound Class {113 pounds), Woman’s 80-
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Pound Class {132 pounds}, Woman's 50-Pound Class {153
pounds, eight cunces), Woman’s 16-Pound Class {74
pounds), and the Men’s 80-Pound Class {155 pounds, eight
ounces). And on the same day we took our hig fish, local
captain Flovd Dorseet decked a fish weighing 130 pounds.
Located approximately 400 nautical miles from South
Florida, San Salvador is allegedly the first island
Christopher Columbus set foot on during his 1492 voyage.
I\/hf)rgI recently, however, it’s the wahoo fishing that has
e -

{left} The aulhor’s waboo weighed in s vyor 143
pasnds, just a fow poumds shy of selling a new world
revord. (above! Heavy, sbreamBned bures drow
sirikes from by, fast walioo. The nulbor ond crew
enfoved sreat spocess with the Bluswaler Eagle,
right, which weizhs in af twe pounds, snd {he
asre-mound THE, kel

remoteness, more and more big boats are
showing up each season to try their hand
at some of the world’s best wahoo fishing.
It was the anticipation of hooking an
80- to 100-pound-class wahoe, plus fast
action with 50- to 60-pounders, that
inspired me to make the trip to San
Satvador with friend Ray MceConnell,
who owns Ray’s Offshore Tackle in Boca
Raton, Florida. Our host was Don Strom,
owner of the Foxy Lady IT, a Boca Raton-
based sportfisherman captained by George
Gardner. Riding along to assist the team
was Strom’s friend, Howard Donhauser.
Strom and Gardner are regulars on the $an Salvador
wahoo grounds. Before joining Strom, Gardner worked as
divemaster at the Riding Rock Marina, where we stayed
during our visit. Needless to say, both men know where
and when the fish tend to stack up.

Although wahoo can be caught all around the island, most
of the fiching effort takes nlace aver 2 hiimn sitiated off it

E0E:BOD $0 EZ

oa(g






high performance
fishing boats

All Isfand Runners® are built with a
solid foam core construction using
100% hand-laid knitted fiberglass.
Vacuum bag Core-Celf™ composite
and lamination is what gives the
fstand Runners® their unsurpassed
strength and dependability. The huli
is completely wood-free and has a
three-piece configuration with a full
molded inner liner. Island Runner®
uses a Cook Isothalic fade and blis-
ter-resistant gelcoat and high quality
vinylester resins fo assure the
longest life and finish of the hull.
Each boat comes with our 10-year
hull warranty.

Fire Water Calis~

island Runnere LLC
1177 Blue Heron Blvd.
Riviera Beach, FL 33404
561-863-9989
Fax: 561-863-2987
www.islandrunnerboais.com

Free information circle 56 on reader service card
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Lures {see sidchar), which Ray
McConnell makes and sells at his
Boca Raten tackle center, Designed for
high-speed trolling for wahoo and
tuna, the Bluewaters feature heavy,
streamlined, chrome heads and plastic
skirts. We trolled a spread of five lures:
A one-pound lure called the TB2 was
fished from a tag line off each outrig-
ger, while two more TB2s were fished
off the transom on short tag lines. A
two-pound Bluewater Eagle lure was
fished off a tag line from the center
rigger, some 50 vards behind the
spread. All lures were rigged with ten
feet of 480-poumd-test cable and a pair
of 9/0 {on the TB2s} and 11/0 {on the
Bluewater Eagle} hooks.

Trolling at a consistent 11 knots,
Gardner steered a shallow-to-deep
course along the edge of the hump.
With the wahoo patrolling the
perimeter of the hamp, the goal was
to make the lures appear like small
fish racing to and from the shallow
pinnacie. Whenever tuna were spot-
ted on the surface or the fishfinder,
Gardner trolled around the schools.
Since the tuna were running eight to
15 pounds, they showed no interest
in our large lures. When the action
slowed at the hump, Gardner ven-
tured over to some major breaks
along the deep reefs where he had
taken wahoo in the past,

Since wahoo travel in small pods,
it’s important to save the GPS coordi-
nates following a hoolc-up, so you can
return to the same spot and pick off
another fish or two. Gardner dutifully
recorded each strike, and immediately
returned to the exact spot after we had
landed each fish. He also revisited our
many “strike spots” throughout the
day. The strategy worked, and we took
fish of 45, 55, 57 and 66 pounds before
hooking the monster "hoo.

Sharks can be a major nuisance when
wahoo fishing. To decrease the time
spent fighting a2 wahoo, and therefore
the odds of a shark attacking it, we
fished five twa-speed Penn Inter-
national 70s spooled with Yo-Zuri
Hybrid 80-pound line. Should 2 hook-
up occur on top of a hump, a good
trick is to steer the boat toward deep
water to pull the fish away from the
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shark-infested structure.

Shortly after Ray and I flew back
to Florida, Don Strom rejoined his
crew and hooked another monster
wahoo, only to lose most of it tp 2
huge shark. Based on the size of the
head, the fish was estimated to have
weighed around 130 pounds.

Even on heavy tackle, San Salvador
harbors some wahoo that can be a
challenge to stop. Gardner and Strom
tell me they have hooked two wahoo
that completely stripped 80-pound-
class reels on the initial runs. They
now fish 130-pound-class tackle with
their sights set on stopping the next
all-tackie world-record wahoo. While
that may sound a bit presumptuous,
the odds of it happening in the waters
off San Salvador are really pretty good.
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